
Weather  Policy 
 

If the church cancels or postpones 
any service or activity due to 
inclement weather or wintery 
conditions, a cancelation notice 
will appear on the church’s 
Facebook page, church’s website, 
through church email, and on the 
church’s voice recorder.  To access 
the church’s voice recorder, please 
dial (301) 972-3686.  The church 
will only post a cancelation 
message if a service or activity is 
canceled or postponed. 

SUNDAY, January 8, 2023 
             9:45 am              Sunday School 
           11:00 am              Worship Service 
 

TUESDAY, January 10, 2023 
            12:00 pm             Forever Young @ “Golden Corral” 
              6:00 pm             After the Sermon 
 

WEDNESDAY, January 11, 2023 
              6:30 pm             Phone-In Prayer Meeting 
 

THURSDAY, January 12, 2023 
              6:30 pm             Women’s Bible Study 
 

SATURDAY, January 14, 2023 
              6:00 pm             Comedy Night with Michael Jr. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS THIS WEEK: 
 

   Mon, Jan. 9              Tues., Jan. 10             Wed., Jan. 11          Thurs. Jan. 12 
 9:30 am – 1 pm           9:30 am – 1 pm           9:30 am – 1 pm         9:30 am – 1 pm 
 

How Do I Join Upper Seneca Baptist Church 
 

 By Salvation ~ By professing faith in Jesus Christ and following Him in 
believer’s baptism. 

 By Transfer of Letter ~ By transferring your membership from another 
Baptist Church. 

 By Statement of Faith ~ By statement of faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

If you have not been baptized by immersion since your conversion, you will 
need to follow the Lord in believer’s baptism.  
 

When Do I Join? 
 

At the close of every worship service as we sing the “Invitation Hymn”, the 
pastor stands facing the congregation.  Walk to him and tell him you want 
to join the church or make some other decision. 
 

 
 

 

         Pastor Dennis Felder 
     pastordennis@usbchurch.org 
 

      23401 Davis Mill Road 
     Germantown, MD  20876 
     Phone:  (301) 972-3686 
 

Nursery & Children’s Church available 
 

Church Office 301-972-3686 
 

E-Mail – Church@USBChurch.org 
Web Site – www.USBChurch.org 
 
 

 

 
 

Upper Seneca Baptist Church 
 
 

 
 
 

Impacting The Kingdom Of God 
One Person At A Time  



 
Upper Seneca Baptist Church 

11:00 am  Sunday Worship 
January 8, 2023 

 
*Song                                  “New Creation”                    Congregation 

 
Prayer/Welcome                                                              Pastor Dennis 

 
*Song                              “Jesus, Your Name”                 Congregation 

 
 
**Message                                                                        Pastor Dennis 

               “MY FAMILY IS A HOT MESS” 
                       Genesis 18:9-14; Genesis 25:28 
                                Genesis 50:17 (NIV)  
 

 
*Song                      “The Family Prayer Song”              Congregation 

 
*Closing Song             “The Bond of Love”                    Congregation 
 
 
 
*Denotes Congregation standing 
**Children will be dismissed to their classrooms following the Sermon Video (prior to the Message). 
Words to hymn music printed by permission CCLI License #1159459  
 
 
 
 

Your tithes and offerings will be collected at the end of the service upon 
leaving. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Tuesday, Jan. 10,  Forever Young “Golden Corral” 
Tuesday, Jan. 10,  After the Sermon 
Wednesday, Jan. 11,  Prayer Meeting 
Thursday, Jan. 12,  Women’s Bible Study 
Saturday, January 14, Comedy Night with Michael Jr. 
Sunday, January 16,  Special Business Meeting “Budget” 
Sunday, January 22,  Ledo Pizza 
Sunday, January 22,  Hoi Thanh Tinh Thuong/ Vietnamese Love 

Baptist Church and USBC Worship 
Sunday, January 29,  Dive Deeper Bible Study “How to Share Your 

Faith 
 
 

Each and every year, we mark an important 
milestone in the life of USBC.  As each new year 
begins, we as a church have the important and 
awesome responsibility to adopt a church budget 
that will be our guide in how we give and why we 

give.  Today, the 2023 Proposed Church Budget will be available for 
your review and careful consideration.  Copies of the budget will be 
placed in the back of the sanctuary so that you will have time to pray 
over it before adopting it on Sunday, January 16.  This budget is more 
than a financial document.  It is a statement of faith.  The affirmation of 
this budget is a wonderful testimony and witness of how we as God’s 
family will support the financial needs of the church. 
 
 
 

The Forever Young Luncheon will take place on 
Tuesday, January 10 at 12:30 p.m.  We will be meeting 
at the Golden Corral in Frederick, MD.  Remember, 
anyone is welcome. 



“My Family is a Hot Mess” 
By Pastor Dennis Felder 

January 8, 2023 
 
Scripture:  Genesis 18:9-14; Genesis 25:28; and Genesis 
50:17 (NIV) 
 
Synopsis:  Our families are the most important people in our lives.  We 
live with them.  We love them.  But if we are honest, sometimes our 
family can seem like a hot mess. 
 
 

A hot mess family: 
 
I.  Lacks _____________________. 
 
Genesis 18:9-14 – “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him.  “There, 
in the tent,” he said.  Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you 
about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.”  Now 
Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him.  

Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age 
of childbearing.  So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am 
worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?”  Then the 

Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have 
a child, now that I am old?’  Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will 

return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 
 

God has a divine plan for you and your family. 
 

Jeremiah 29:11 – For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future. 
 

When you lack faith, it is replaced by fear. 
 

Mark 4:40 – He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you 
still have no faith?” 

 
 
II.  Stays _____________________. 

 
Genesis 25:28 – Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but 

Rebekah loved Jacob. 
 

A divided family is a broken family. 
 

Micah 7:6 – For a son dishonors his father, a daughter rises up 
against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—a 

man’s enemies are the members of his own household. 
 

Division will bring a family crashing down. 
 

Matthew 12:25 – Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every 
kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or 

household divided against itself will not stand. 
 
 
III.  Doesn’t __________________. 
 

Genesis 50:17 – “This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to 
forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in 

treating you so badly.  Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the 
God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 

 
Families can be restored when forgiveness takes precedence. 

 
Genesis 50:24-25a – Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to 
die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this 
land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”  
And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and said, “God will 

surely come to your aid, … 
 

Forgiveness is the healing ointment for a hot mess family. 
 

Colossians 3:13 – Bear with each other and forgive one another if any 
of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you. 
 

As believers, we are part of the family of God. 
 

Galatians 6:10 – Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 
all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 



 

 
MICHAEL JR. comedy that inspires.  
We are called to have a “joyful heart” 
and one way to experience joy in life 
is to laugh.  On Saturday, January 14, 
at 6 p.m., USBC will be having a 
Comedy Night.  The Comedy Night 

will consist of a comedy video special by Michael Jr.  Michael Jr. is a 
talented Christian comedian who brings laughter and understanding to 
audiences all over the world.  Do not miss this fun night of Christian 
comedy as Michael Jr. entertains us with his wit, his inspiration, and 
his humor.  During the comedy video presentation, the church will be 
providing light snacks and drinks.  This comedy video special is for all 
ages. 
 
 
If you are planning on using offering envelopes for 
your tithes and offerings for 2023, the new offering 
envelopes will be available in the church’s foyer.  
Upon picking up your box of envelopes, please 
place your name next to the envelope box number 
on the signup sheet.  If you have leftover envelopes 
from 2022, you can continue to use them in 2023. 
 
 

It is time to get engaged.  If you haven’t already 
picked up your engagement packet, there is still 
time.  The engagement package consists of a list 
of areas to serve in the church.  In addition, there 
is a personal Spiritual Inventory to help you better 
determine what your spiritual gifts may be.  In 
doing so, you may have a clearer understanding of 

what areas of the church that you can help in and grow in.  Please take 
the time to complete your Spiritual Inventory and your Selection Sheet 
indicating the areas of service that you would like to be part of.  Once 
this has been done, please give your Spiritual Inventory and Selection 
Sheet to the Pastor.  Over the month of January, the Engagement 
Packet will be collected and times will be scheduled to discuss the 
next step in your commitment to the Lord and to USBC. 

 
The Hoi Thanh Tinh Thuong/Vietnamese Love 
Baptist Church, has invited our church to 
worship with them on January 22 at 3 p.m. to 
celebrate the Lunar New Year.  The Lunar New 
Year is an annual tradition that reflects their 
culture and expresses their worship in a vibrant 

and memorable way.  USBC will have our regular worship at 11 a.m., 
have lunch at Ledo Pizza in Damascus (if you wish to join us for lunch), 
and then we will reconvene at 3 p.m. to worship with our friends at the 
Vietnamese Church. 
 
 
On Sunday, January 29, our Dive Deeper 
Bible Study topic will be “How to Share 
Your Faith”.  Sharing one’s faith can be 
intimidating and even frightening for 
some.  However, it does not have to be 
that way.  During our time together, we 
will learn practical ways for how to start 
the conversation.  Once you learn how to start the conversation, the rest 
is easy.  So, join us Sunday, January 29 immediately following our 
worship service for this informative Bible study and for lunch. 
  
 
 

Cat Food — USBC has been provided an 
opportunity to love on a special group of God’s 
creation, feral cats.  Our own Mindi Kirschenmann 
has a special heart for this outreach.  She is 
volunteering her time with a local, non-kill shelter, to 
distribute food to help feed these feral cats.  The 
church will collect food until the middle of February 
and distribute it then.  We are inviting our church 

family to help by providing dry and canned cat food.  There will be a 
special area in the church’s foyer to deposit these goods.  If you have 
additional questions in how you can assist with the needs of these cats, 
please see Mindi. 
 

GET 
ENGAGED 


